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Why not become a Friend of Radley Lakes Trust?
What is the Radley Lakes Trust?
The Trust is a registered charity (Registration no. 1192259), established in 2020. It exists to
promote the protection and enjoyment of Radley Lakes, including its rich wildlife and
habitats, for the public benefit. The Trust’s formal objectives (or ‘charitable purposes’) are
given in full at Annex A.
Radley Lakes Trust will be responsible for important projects, designed to improve the
Lakes area for wildlife and for people. Substantial funding is available, mainly from the
Community Infrastructure Levy (payments from new housing development locally). The
Trust’s work is guided by the Radley Lakes Masterplan, published in May 2021. You can
download the Masterplan here.
More information is available on the Trust’s web-site: https://radleylakestrust.org/
Who are the Friends of Radley Lakes Trust?
Friends of Radley Lakes Trust are people who care about the Radley Lakes, and who
would like to support or take part in the work of the Trust. Anyone can become a Friend,
and membership is free.
The Trust and the Friends follow in the footsteps of the Friends of Radley Lakes, and its
predecessor, the campaign group Save Radley Lakes. The Friends of Radley Lakes agreed
at a General Meeting on 17 September 2021 to join forces with the Trust, so that a single,
local and community-based body is dedicated to looking after the Radley Lakes area.
Why become a Friend?
The Radley Lakes area has a very exciting future ahead of it. It can provide abundant green
space for people, and a great diversity of habitats for wildlife, right on the doorstep of
Abingdon and Radley. It can be a fantastic asset for our communities. By becoming a
Friend of Radley Lakes Trust, you will be part of this exciting and ambitious initiative. As a
Friend, you will:
●
●
●
●

receive regular information and updates about the Lakes and the Trust’s work there
have the opportunity to participate in ‘hands on’ conservation work
be able to attend social and other events organised by the Friends and the Trust
be supporting the protection of this much valued area and its rich natural
environment.

How do I become a Friend?
Membership is free. There is no annual subscription (although donations are very
welcome). To join, simply complete our application form, and we will add you to our list of
members. Once a year, we will ask you to confirm that you wish to remain as a Friend, and
to confirm your contact details. Some simple rules are at Annex B.
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What happens next?
We will confirm your membership by e-mail. Thereafter, you will receive updates, and
information about forthcoming events and volunteering opportunities, by e-mail. You can of
course end your membership at any time, by simply asking us remove your details from our
database of Friends.
If you have any questions at any stage, you can contact the Trust’s secretary at
info@radleylakes.org or our database manager at rltdatabase@radleylakestrust.org.
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Annex A. The charitable objectives of The Radley Lakes Trust:
These are taken from the Trust’s Constitution, which was approved by the Charity
Commission on 10 November 2020.
● To advance the protection or improvement of the environment of the Radley Lakes
Area, by preserving, conserving, protecting, enhancing and managing the
landscape, the terrestrial and aquatic life of the area and their habitats.
● To advance education in environmental matters in relation to the Radley Lakes Area,
by supporting, promoting and encouraging the provision of information and
instruction about such matters.
● To advance science by supporting, promoting and encouraging research into the
environment of the Radley Lakes Area and its conservation, and the dissemination
of the results of such research.
● To advance human health by supporting, promoting and encouraging activities in the
Radley Lakes Area which contribute to the maintenance and improvement of human
physical and mental health and well-being.
The ‘Radley Lakes Area’ is as outlined by the red line on this map:
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Annex B. Rules of The Friends of Radley Lakes Trust
General
1.
All who care about Radley Lakes and their future are welcome to become a Friend.
2.
Membership is open to all. (If you are aged under 16, you will need permission from
your parent or legal guardian to join.)
3.
There is no annual subscription, but Friends are encouraged to make donations.
These can be as small (or as large) as you like.
4.
All communication will be digital (e-mail, web-site, etc), unless for reasons of
accessibility a Friend requires information in a non-digital form.
5.
Once a year, we will ask you to confirm your wish to continue as a Friend, and to
confirm that your contact details are up to date.
Events/Participation
6.
As a Friend, you will have access to events organised by the Friends and the Trust.
(In some cases, there may be capacity limits, and/or a need to pay for participation in the
event.)
7.
As a Friend of Radley Lakes Trust, you are eligible to take part in any volunteering
activities (such as conservation work) which the Trust organises. You will be covered by the
Trust’s insurance when taking part in such activities.
8.
If you are taking part in conservation work or other activities organised by the Trust,
you must follow any instructions given to you by the person who is leading the work or the
activity. Conservation work often involves sharp tools and other equipment. It can pose
dangers to you and to others if not done in the correct manner. This is why it is important
that instructions are followed.
Governance
9.
There will be an annual meeting of the Friends and Trustees, at which Friends will
have the opportunity to learn about, and become involved in, the Trust’s work, meet
trustees and other Friends, and ask questions or raise points about the Trust and the
Lakes.
10.
Friends are associate (non-voting) members of the Trust. This is because the Trust
is based on the Charity Commission’s ‘foundation’ model, in which decision-making lies
with the Trustees, but the Trustees will always listen carefully to views expressed by
Friends on any aspect of the Trust’s work.

5

11.
It is intended to amend the Trust’s Constitution so as to give the Friends the right to
nominate a Trustee.
12.
The Trustees wish the Friends to be inclusive, open and welcoming to all. However,
if the membership (or continued membership) of a person would risk bringing the Trust into
disrepute, the trustees do reserve the right to refuse or terminate membership, Any person
who is excluded in this way would have a right of appeal to the Trustees. (Many
organisations have such powers as a safeguard, but they are very rarely used.)
13.
As a registered charity, the Trustees are required to produce an annual report for the
Charity Commission. Every Friend will also receive a copy. This report will describe the
Trust’s work for the year and will show how Friends’ donations and other Trust funds have
been spent.
Friends of Radley Lakes Trust are established under a membership policy agreed by the
trustees. This policy (and these rules) will be reviewed periodically, so that the Trust’s work
and its relationship with Friends can best meet the Trust’s charitable objectives and, as far
as possible, reflect the aspirations of the Friends.
5 October 2021

